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DISCOURSE ON COLOMBO DEFENCE SEMINAR – 2017
The origins of this forum of regional and international significance could be traced back
to the successful outcome of the campaign to defeat terrorism in Sri Lanka. The first seminar
organized in the year 2011 and guided by the theme ‘Defeating Terrorism; the Sri Lankan
Experience’ was aimed at sharing the Sri Lankan Government’s ‘know how’ and experience
of fighting terrorism for over three decades. Although Military heavy, the seminar attended by
over 94 delegates from 41 countries conveyed the Sri Lankan inspiration to nations that terrorism
could be defeated.
Subsequently inspired by the overwhelming response to Defence Seminar 2011, Defence
Seminar 2012 under the theme, ‘Towards Lasting Peace and Stability’ extended the discourse to
the post conflict experience of the nation. This forum took to the region and the world, Sri Lanka’s
post conflict efforts based on the 5R concept of reconstruction, resettlement, rehabilitation,
reintegration and reconciliation. The forum provided the environment for learning and sharing
of experiences and knowledge through the candid exchange of ideas.
In Defence Seminar 2013, the narrative of a nation successfully emerging from conflict and
adding to regional stability was examined under the theme ‘Post conflict Sri Lanka; challenges
and regional stability’. Continuing along the trajectory of conflict to peace, Defence Seminar 2013
expanded the discussion from national peace to the stability of the region. Another astonishing
success, Defence Seminar 2013 was attended by a 113 delegates from 44 countries.
Defence Seminar 2014, was aimed at inspiring discourse on the rise of nations after
conflict. The central discussion was inspired by the theme “Sri Lanka ; Challenges to a Rising
Nation” which shifted focus towards development and prosperity. The strategic path of rising
after conflict which nations adopt and lessons in relation to Sri Lanka were pursued to a gainful
end. Over 350 delegates including 107 foreign delegates from 55 countries participated in this
learning experience.
In light of the proceedings of the previous seminars, the Defence Seminar - 2015, themed
as ‘National Security in the Context of Emerging Global Threats’ was conducted on 01 and
02 September 2015 aiming to provide intellectual connectivity and to seek global, regional
and sub-regional strategic partnerships. The seminar was able to convene prominent national
and international scholars, think tanks and diplomats to engage in a stimulating intellectual
interaction which set the stage for the sharing experiences of intellectuals from about 13 countries
and delegates from 37 countries during the seminar.
The Colombo Defence Seminar - 2016, themed as ‘Soft Power and its Influence on Global
Issues’ was conducted as a 02 day seminar on 01 and 02 September 2016. This seminar was aimed
at providing a forum for intellectual connectivity and to seek global, regional and sub-regional
strategic partnerships. To meet this end, the seminar was planned to convene prominent national
and international scholars, think tanks and diplomats to engage in a stimulating intellectual
interaction. Over 800 participants including 66 foreign delegates from 34 countries participated
in the seminar.
The Colombo Defence Seminar - 2017, themed as ‘Countering Violent Extremism:
Global Trends’ was conducted as a 02 day seminar on 28 and 29 August 2017. This seminar had
created a forum to provide intellectual connectivity and to seek global, regional and sub-regional
strategic partnerships. To meet this end, prominent national and international scholars, think
tanks and diplomats were invited to engage in a stimulating intellectual interaction. Over 800
participants including 77 foreign delegates from 34 countries participated in the seminar.
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MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY TO THE
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
It is a matter of pride to deliver this message to the souvenir published to mark the
‘Colombo Defence Seminar - 2017’, an international forum organized by the Sri Lanka Army,
on the theme ‘Countering Violent Extremism: Global Trends’. I take this opportunity to extend
my congratulations to the Sri Lanka Army for its rationale and professionalism in setting stage
annually for critical examination of global issues under selected contemporary themes at
international level, reaching the seventh consecutive year since 2011.
Threats to national security world over today affect cultural, social and economic objectives
of most countries. Further, these intricate threats are observed to be increasingly interconnected
and unpredictable. In this context, a comprehensive response that facilitates solutions at national,
regional and international levels, thus addressing not only the methods but also the factors that
can contribute to the spread of security threats, is required for sustainable national security.
Diffusion of the threat requires wide-ranging unification that provides solutions on
national, regional, and international levels. To this end, I am sure that delegates from all countries
present at this forum will have an incomparable opportunity to share their experiences and
thoughts on appropriate measures to promote holistic and integrated concepts that underscore
the critical importance of human rights, the rule of law, and community engagement to curb
violent extremism globally.
Whilst congratulating the Sri Lanka Army once again for its seventh resolute stride in
organizing the ‘Colombo Defence Seminar - 2017’, a roundtable for global interaction, I wish
all foreign and local participants a constructive and vibrant two day brainstorm contributive to
global security.
I wish the ‘Colombo Defence Seminar - 2017’ every success.
Mr. Kapila Waidyaratne
Secretary
Ministry of Defence
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MESSAGE FROM THE COMMANDER OF THE
SRI LANKA ARMY
The Sri Lanka Army proudly arrives at its seventh rung in conducting the ‘Colombo
Defence Seminar 2017’; an intellectual round-table to analytically discuss security matters of
national, regional and global concern. With extensive experience from previous endeavours,
professionalism in combat and high aspiration to draw international focus on the necessity to
eliminate the present nature of continually evolving worldwide violence, the Seminar for 2017 is
organized to be conducted as a two day forum under the theme ‘Countering Violent Extremism:
Global Trends’.
Violent extremism in today’s globalized and technology-driven world is not confined
by borders and has posed a serious threat to both developed and developing nations. It affects
the global security environment, well-being and sustainable life styles of the individuals. In this
context, Countering Violent Extremism has gained increasing traction among state actors around
the globe and has been perceived as a crucial component of a sustainable counter-terrorism
strategy.
A comprehensive and collaborative approach which focuses on dialogue, inclusion and
the promoting of understanding is essential to countering the spread of terrorism and violent
extremism whilst promoting alternative visions based on respect for human rights and human
dignity. Moreover, collective defence strategies among nations are vital to reach a pragmatic and
appropriate response to a highly dynamic global security environment and anticipated future
operational requirements. Hence, I am confident that this forum would hold conducive for vibrant
internal, regional and international connectivity and cooperation through sharing of knowledge
and hypothesis in highest candour.
I take this opportunity to extend my sincere appreciation to all participants representing
the length and breadth of the globe for their intellectual presence and solidarity, assuring certainty
of added value to this much-strived event.
Furthermore, I extend my earnest gratitude to the Secretary of Defence, Mr. Kapila
Waidyaratne and the officials of the Ministry of Defence as well as the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
for their unstinted guidance and support availed in bringing this endeavour to reality.
I also appreciate the unwavering support extended by all Embassies and High
Commissions of friendly foreign nations for the success of the event.
In conclusion, I wish to extend my gratefulness to All Ranks of the Sri Lanka Army for
their tireless commitment in hoisting the ‘Colombo Defence Seminar - 2017’ into a significant
success.
Lieutenant General N U M M W SENANAYAKE RWP RSP USP psc
Commander of the Army
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CONCEPT OF COLOMBO DEFENCE SEMINAR - 2017
‘COUNTERING VIOLENT EXTREMISM: GLOBAL TRENDS’
The global trajectory of security has taken a prominent place in achieving a country’s
cultural, social and economic Objectives. Presently, in the international sphere, a diverse range of
issues which are increasingly interconnected and unpredictable are recognized as posing threats
to national security. Consequently, these global trends are causing upheaval and distress among
nations. This challenging security environment presents an increasingly complex set of trials
and opportunities which all nations are working together to solve. Collective engagement and
a comprehensive range of policy instruments are necessary to respond to them effectively. This
broadened concept of security has in turn influenced how countries now view national safety. In
recent years, many countries have developed consolidated national security strategies in order
to face modern adversaries whose actions are brutal, unpredictable and highly technological. In
addition, many countries in the contemporary world are in search of ways of effectively countering
the violence staged by such adversaries. In this context, the Sri Lanka Army, with its wealth of
experience in successfully facing and eradicating the most ruthless terrorist organization in the
world, has come forward with an appropriate and timely attempt to address the issues faced by
today’s global community.

The Sri Lanka Army is proud to have initiated timely discourse by means of Defence
Seminars for intellectual brainstorming and see these discourses reach global platforms on
matters relating to national, regional and international security. A gathering of over 900
dignitaries including 52 delegates from over 31 countries was hosted at the last Seminar in 2016,
and Colombo Defence Seminar 2017 with wider participation will establish sturdier intellectual
connectivity committed to the security of nations.
Communication is accepted as the key to finding solutions as collectives. The Colombo
Defence Seminar 2017 will set the stage for active discussions to stimulate critical thinking on
‘Countering Violent Extremism’ in carefully sequenced sessions comprising presentations, panel
discussions, and participant-oriented group discussions throughout the two day programme.
Further, prominent national and international scholars, think tanks, and diplomats from across
the globe will contribute their ideas at the forum to optimize the discourse and enrich the
discussions around the theme of the Seminar.
With conscientious concern regarding the preservation of an intellectual environment
conducive to the Seminar, accommodation facilities for all foreign participants have been arranged
at the Galadari Hotel located in Colombo.

Collective defence strategies among nations are vital to reach a pragmatic and appropriate
response to a highly dynamic global security environment and anticipated future operational
requirements. Wary of nations working in isolation, the Sri Lanka Army aspires to bring together
a global network of defence partners for crucial discussions towards formulating a collective and
assertive approach to repel security threats on nations. Armed with the experience of conducting
internationally accepted Defence Seminars as an annual event since 2011, the Sri Lanka Army
is on its path to conduct the ‘Colombo Defence Seminar’ this year as well. Guided by the theme
‘Countering Violent Extremism: Global Trends’, ‘Colombo Defence Seminar 2017’ will be held as a
two day forum at the Bandaranaike Memorial International Conference Hall (BMICH), Colombo
on 28 and 29 August 2017.
Countering Violent Extremism is a realm of policy, programmes and interventions
devised to prevent individuals from engaging in violence associated with radical political, social,
cultural and religious ideologies. Significantly, it is an important element of a broader perspective
on counter-terrorism. Hence, the Seminar is expected to enhance knowledge on the entire range
of issues surrounding Countering Violent Extremism: Global Trends.
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OBJECTIVES OF COLOMBO DEFENCE SEMINAR - 2017

COLOMBO DEFENCE SEMINAR - 2017

The successful outcome of the Seminar hinges on the achievement of the following objectives:
1.
To create a forum for local and international scholars to discuss ‘Countering Violent
Extremism: Global Trends’, focusing on the emergence of extremism, remedial action and
application of the concept in creating a wider discourse in international affairs.
2.
To promote intellectual connectivity amongst those who seek strategic, sub-regional,
regional, and global partnerships through discussions by and with prominent and renowned
national and international scholars, think tanks, and diplomats.
3.
To provide an opportunity for exchange of views, experiences and knowledge acquired
by experienced nations on various aspects of the topic.
4.
To develop awareness of learning strategies on how to improve the mechanisms to
counter violent extremism by means of statecraft.
5.
To offer challenging academic content that promotes, engaged learning and critical
thinking on means of developing and sustaining the peace-building processes the world over
through UN peacekeeping and peace-building missions.
6.
To initiate analytical dialogue on the vital need for stretching the influence of a country to
counter violent extremism through its initiatives as applicable to root causes of respective nations
especially in the age of the return of geopolitics, and create a distinct mode of legitimacy and
acceptance that may not be possible otherwise.

SEMINAR DAY ONE
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ARRIVAL OF DIGNITARIES
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INAUGURATION OF THE COLOMBO DEFENCE SEMINAR 2017
BY THE CHIEF GUEST H.E. MAITHRIPALA SIRISENA
PRESIDENT OF THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF
SRI LANKA AND COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE ARMED FORCES
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Welcome Address
By the Commander of the Sri Lanka Army
Lieutenant General N U M M W Senanayake RWP RSP USP psc
Terrorism is a global issue that reaches into all aspects of daily life and the Colombo
Defence Seminar was founded with the intention of sharing the experience of the humanitarian
mission of the Sri Lankan Army and other local military outfits which wiped out the most
gruesome terrorist group in the world.
Lt Gen Senanayake reiterated that the Sri Lankan Army was successful in eradicating the
entire operation of the LTTE. This feat, that is unparalleled anywhere in the world, has ensured
no re-emergence of terrorism and the security of the region and Asia as a whole.
The seminar itself is a testimony to the quality and intellect of the battle hardened officers
proving that they are not only warriors with great valor but also leaders with great fortitude.
The unstinting backing of His Excellency the President and the Defence Secretary has
ensured the success of the event.
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Opening Remarks
By the Secretary, Ministry of Defence
Mr. Kapila Waidyaratne
The Colombo Defence Seminar was founded in the year 2011 to discuss matters relating
to National, Regional and International concerns. With violence becoming a norm the world
over, this event is a timely one, stated Mr Kapila Waidyaratne, Secretary, Ministry of Defence. It
is in this context that Sri Lanka invited highly knowledgeable and eminent speakers from across
the world to stimulate critical thinking on Countering Violent Extremism.
Currently, there is a diverse range of violent acts that create global upheaval. These
interconnected acts threaten national security. Violent extremism must be countered on political,
social and economic fronts.
The opening address ended with a call to all nations to unite to combat modern day
adversaries whose actions are brutal, unpredictable and technologically advanced.
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Violent extremism as a serious issue that demands worldwide attention and action and
much effort is being taken to bring out a comprehensive solution. The speaker’s assessment is
that this has to be solved through a string of activities. This is largely due to the fact that there is
a multitude of issues around the world the scope and nature of which are constantly subject to
change. Terror groups, which combined, were only the size of a small army, are now of a massive
scale stated the Admiral.
Concluding his address Adm. William J Fallon reiterated that people do not begin with
evil intentions or commit violent acts initially; but that they grow towards this. Therefore, it is
the responsibility of all: families, schools and religious institutions; to come together and assume
greater responsibility towards working for the common good of all rather than only for the good
of individuals.

Keynote Address
Admiral William J. Fallon (Retd) USN (UNITED STATES OF AMERICA)
Admiral Fallon stated that countering violent extremism, of which Sri Lanka is a prime
example, requires great effort which all gathered at the forum acknowledge and take responsibility
for. Violent extremism cannot be solved alone neither by the military nor with dialogue. Much
action must be taken at each and every strata of society to solve this.
The act of defining violent extremism alone is difficult due to the global ideological,
cultural and religious sensitivities. Radicalization where perpetrators accept violence as a
legitimate behavior, although it is not, in order to assert their extreme views, is another debatable
term. Radicalization, where ideology extends beyond accepted legal and social norms appears
to be a prerequisite step in the decline of an individual towards violent extremism. Solving
Economic inequality and distress are fundamental to good governance, Adm. Fallon went on to
state.

The key idea of this address was that rather than taking a reactive approach to the
criminal investigation a proactive approach that questions the root causes should be adopted.
Accordingly, the focus should be on forestalling violent acts rather than moving into action after
the explosion and the damage.
Adm. Fallon emphasized on the need for true collaboration and stressed on the need to
share intelligence and improve the safety of the entire world, in both word and deed. It is entire
communities that need to take initiatives and work towards countering violent extremism.
Finally, Adm. Fallon highlighted the need to recognize that violent extremism is a global
menace and that collaborating as one, through thoughtful, comprehensive effort that disrupts the
process of extremism and thereby preempts and fundamentally changes the operating space of
these extremists, is the only way it can be countered.

While a low standard of education is seen as the most common factor behind these
counter groups, they are influenced and backed by many highly educated individuals who are
also economically advantaged. In this context a proactive approach in creating a supportive
environment for the younger generation, where respect for traditions, laws, behavioral morals
and respect for society is nurtured is essential. Furthermore, the contributions of the community,
religious organizations and families in shaping these attitudes and values could be very significant.
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SESSION ONE
Violent Extremism

30

31

Ease of coordination of action is another key point. Information Technology has improved
both the quality of life and the opportunities for interaction and communication. However, this
also provides the violent extremists with a convenient method to recruit, interact and co-ordinate
among different groups. Furthermore, it was stated that platforms such as Facebook and Twitter
have served as the main vehicle for extremists groups such ISIS and Al Qaeda to spread their
ideology.
Sr. Col. Xinning stated that violent extremists hold non compromising positions. Violent
Extremists are firm in their beliefs and cannot tolerate adjustments. This leaves no space for
political compromise. They do not tolerate change in position, behavior or their objectives. Their
belief is that all opposition and opponents are evil.

Challenges and Dilemmas; National Perspectives - East Asia

By the Deputy Commandant, College of Defence Studies, National Defence University,
Peoples Liberation Army, Beijing
Sr. Col. Guo Xinning (CHINA)
Violent extremism undermines the subtlety, security and sustainability of human rights
stated Sr Col Guo Xinning at the commencement of his address.
Violent Extremism is not extreme individualism. It is an ideology that is shared between
multiple individuals that seriously undermine the social order. Violent extremism is closely
related to terrorism and it is practically impossible to draw a demarcation line between these to
the extent that some analysts believe that terrorism and extremism stems from the same circle.
Since violent extremism does not tolerate co-existence of other cultures or religions
they tend to use force on others who represent a different opinion, both in ideology and action.
Furthermore, there are organizations such as ISIS whose ideology is not confined to that particular
region but has a global spread.

The international community has taken unyielding efforts to counter violent extremism.
In January 2016 the UN Secretary General in his address at the UN General Assembly submitted
a plan to sojourn violent extremism. Certain ideas from that address were shared at the forum.
One issue is that it is a complex issue with many interrelated factors such as political, religious,
economic and cultural which makes the problem difficult to solve. Furthermore, different
countries have different interpretations of what violent extremism is, which makes it difficult for
the international society to come up with a unifying effort to curtail or counter it.
Sr. Col. Guo Xinning further stated that China has been most affected in East Asia due
to violent extremism. One of the most notorious groups viz. East Turkestan Islamic Movement
(ETIM) has launched various attacks and committed crimes which has undermined the security
of China.
Sr. Col. Guo Xinning stated that the following measures should be examined in order to
combat violent extremism.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Avoid double standards and selectiveness.
Seek a comprehensive solution.
Promote stability in relevant regions, especially in the Middle East.
Enhance dialogue and communication to build trust among nations.

Violent extremism does not have fixed targets. It choses random targets be it an individual
or monument, and adopts any method necessary, disregarding all political and social norms. It
can implement violent attacks against any target no matter if it is a government institution or
public; young or old; citizens national or foreign. The purpose is to draw public attention. The
means used may be small arms, biological and chemical weapons.

Sr Col Guo Xinning concluded that the future of international peace will prevail when
painstaking methods are taken to overcome violent extremism in all nations the world over.
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The issue of radicalization transferring into violence is both extremely simple and
extremely difficult at the same time. Some of the views held regarding the root causes of
radicalization include; mental illness, ungoverned places and the decision to become a violent
extremist. The reason for the duality and complexity regarding causal factors is that in the course
of his involvement in the field of intelligence investigation it has become evident that certain
reasons are neither necessary nor sufficient.
Mr. Gurski’s observation is that there is no single or logical reason why someone chooses
to become a terrorist. Case studies have shown that each person’s reason for becoming a terrorist
or an extremist is in fact individual. Therefore, over-generalization of causal factors would only
serve to further aggravate the issue.

Definitions and Root Causes

We need to understand that we are talking about a problem with variegated variables.
Inspite of the desire to come up with a simplistic solution it is in fact a complex and multifaceted
issue.

The perspective was fostered by Mr Gurski’s 30 years of experience as an intelligence
analyst.

Human beings being social animals, radicalization is a human to human process.
Interaction and communication is essential for man. It is natural when there are questions,
concerns to reach out to someone to solve the problem and receive guidance in the same way
extremists reach out to someone for guidance.

By the President and CEO, Borealis Threat and Risk Consulting Ltd
Mr. Phil Gurski (CANADA)

Mr Gurski stated that persons involved in intelligence services do not participate much
in the ongoing dialogue, but that this participation is a necessity. Care must be taken so as to not
disrupt ongoing investigations but there is much that the intelligence services can contribute to
the dialogue.

Radicalization and extremism is a severe issue and will continue to be so. This viewpoint
is not defeatist; rather it is realistic. People at all levels must combine to solve this problem and it
is crucial to the process that it is recognized that as a complex and extremely difficult issue.

There are three components to violent radicalization, the speaker stated. Articulated
colloquially, they are:
1.
2.
3.

Something is wrong.
I know who’s behind it.
I have to use violence to make it right.

These are the essential factors of terrorism.
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Furthermore the effect of climate change is going to be a contributing factor in the future
and if efforts were not made to curb climate change by 2060, West Asia would not be inhabitable.
The speaker elaborated on certain dilemmas faced by West Asia. Unsuitable alliances are
often formed by the West in order to fulfill short-term goals. This contributes to other countries
resorting to violence and the emergence of conflicts which cannot be curbed.
A dilemma is that the West itself is divided. Therefore, there are diplomatic failures due
to which West Asia is unable to arrive at conclusions with the UN.

Challenges and Dilemmas; National Perspectives - West Asia
By Visiting Faculty Member, National Defence University, Islamabad
Mr. Muhammad Abbas Hassan (PAKISTAN)

A disheartening factor is that it appears that there is no light at the end of the tunnel
due to challenges such as diplomatic failures. The future appears to be a bleak repetition of this
dismal situation unless all major players join together to discuss and formulate a strategy that can
be implemented stated Mr. Hassan. He further stated that we cannot hope for peace in West Asia,
and it is high time we found a solution to this conflict.
It is imperative that the two power players Saudi Arabia and Iran come together to resolve
the conflict as the damage done by these two countries alone is irreparable, he concluded.

West Asia is a group of 18 countries and represents just over 4% of the world’s
population. The region also holds supreme geopolitical importance due to its location as it houses
international choke points like Strait of Hormuz, Horn of Africa, Bab ul Mandab and Suez Canal.
These countries are rich in resources but at the same time home to multiple conflicts. The power
players of West Asia are Saudi Arabia, Iran, Turkey, Qatar and Israel.
Mr Hassan shed light on the conflicts that are currently prevalent in the countries of West
Asia.
Touching why West Asia has many conflicts it was stated that lack of democracy is a
prime reason for these conflicts. When there is lack of democracy, there is lack of accountability
and therefore there is a lack of co-existence. Other reasons for conflict in West Asia are; diverse
views regarding religion, perpetual conflict of Israel and Palestine and terrorism. As Mr. Hassan
aptly put it, one man’s freedom fighter is another man’s terrorist, it is very hard to define terrorism
and put a label of terrorist on someone. On top of all this, one of the challenges the region as a
whole faces is the drop in oil prices. As oil serves as a major source of revenue for these countries,
it’s high time that an alternate source of revenue is explored.
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The latest wave of terrorism, still to acquire a particular title from the scholars, is
a combination of the fourth wave and the fifth waves of terrorism in terms of combining the
religious and the radical elements. Terrorists belonging to this category kill their infidels and
coreligionists alike to serve their purpose of pleasing God. The latter group is killed with the
radical belief that they do not practice religion the way it should be. It is a new kind of terrorism
that is a combination of religious fanaticism and total annihilation of the disbelievers.
The turn to the term ‘violent extremism’ replacing the traditional term ‘terrorism’ has
taken place in the first decade of the twenty-first century. The US global war on terror (GWOT)
in the wake of 9/11 made the term terrorism politicized. Efforts were pursued by different
governments to employ newer ways of looking at countering terrorism. The new term ‘violent
extremism’ is a reflection of that. It was in fact first proposed by USA under President George
Bush’s government in 2005, although the concept was applied first in Europe in the wake of the
London’s public transport bombings in 7/7 and the Madrid bombing.

The Role of Regional Organizations - ASEAN/SAARC Experiences
By Professor, Department of International Relations, University of Dhaka
Prof. Lailufar Yasmin, PhD (BANGLADESH)

Terrorism has plagued human society ever since the formation of political groups and
by extension, states. Grievances or dissatisfaction regarding the authority has led people to opt
for unlawful means disregarding peaceful path to seek redress. This unlawful path historically
assumed multifaceted methods and targeted a varied number of people be that statesmen,
political leaders or general people and is known as terrorism. In other words, terrorism begins
when a group of people aim to solve issues through illegitimate means. Despite this general
understanding, it has been difficult for scholars and policy makers alike to reach to a conclusive
definition of the term. One scholar has pointed out that there are as many as 200 definitions
of the term ‘terrorism’. Despite the definitional conundrum, the spates of terrorism in human
history can be categorized into five stages or as popularly known five waves of terrorism the
anarchist, the anti-colonial, the new left, the religious, and the radical wave. While each wave
has its distinctive characteristics, some general observations can be drawn to understand the
concept of countering ‘violent extremism’. During the first three waves, the target was generally
the state and terrorists acted on the belief that they would be able to influence the state to change
its policies and decisions.

The 9/11 and the GWOT gradually revealed that the traditional methods of countering
terrorism are not enough. The new types of terrorism demands not only the involvement of the
security forces but also other actors that would be able to identify the root causes of terrorism as
well as the factors that may lead to the germination of extremist ideas in societies. It is the passive
infrastructure that supports and breeds terrorism that must also be targeted. Therefore, the term
‘violent extremism’ emphasizes the state to add to more levels to understand terrorism beyond
the macro level the messo and the micro levels. It demands that the ideologies of terrorist groups
and the methods used to indoctrinate and recruit youth must be countered in order to eradicate
modern day terrorism. Furthermore, the communities, schools and families can play significant
roles in eradicating extremist ideas. Similarly, it works on identifying three levels tertiary (after
the fact level); secondary (those who are displaying the syndrome); and primary (prevention)
levels. The broader concept of violent extremism, rather than the earlier term terrorism, enables
us to identify different actors and stakeholders is essential to keep in mind that the motivations
for violent extremism are diverse. This lacuna of the concept of terrorism, which is to identify
terrorism as a product of the broader society in contemporary time is what the new concept
identifies. Terrorism is no longer pursued by only a segment of the society as was done by earlier
terrorists. Therefore, the segments of society that are most vulnerable must be identified and
provided necessary assistance. For example, examining the backgrounds of Neo Nazis and
White Supremacists in USA reveals that they neither come from financially disadvantageous
backgrounds nor with low standards of education.

The motivation changed during the fourth phase, the religious wave. Appearing from the
1980s, its main motivational factor was killing in the name of God whom the terrorists wished to
please. The focus was no longer on saving or serving mankind. Similar was the case during the
fifth wave where the state annihilated people who it did not believe subscribing to its agenda. The
Khmer Rouge government of Cambodia is the torchbearer of this type of radical terrorism.

Regional organizations played a vital role in identifying the latest approach to countering
violent extremism and Europe appeared as the torchbearer. The United Kingdom (UK) initiated its
countering and preventing violent extremism since 2003. The European Union (EU) also initiated
this distinct approach of involving all the stakeholders in countering extremism since the early
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2000. The EU initiated its ‘EU Declaration on Combating Terrorism, in 2004 as well as the, EU
Plan of Action for Combating Terrorism, in the same year. The European Commission established
the Expert Group on Violent Radicalisation in 2006. Although it was the Bush Administration that
introduced the term ‘countering violent extremism’, American shift towards the policy was seen
much later.
South Asia, a region with growing significance from economic and security perspectives,
has appeared as a frontline region in countering extremism. Violent groups are active in its
member states and have often carried out transnational terrorist activities, which affected not only
bilateral relations but also the security architecture of the region. The South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) has been a frontrunner in promoting agenda for countering
violent extremis. To this end, SAARC has taken some notable steps. First, it has adopted antiterrorism convention along with additional protocols in 2006. Second, in the areas of monitoring
drug offences, terrorism offences and cyber-crime, SAARC established three separate desks in
1992, 1995 and 2014 respectively. SAARC also aimed to increase intelligence sharing among
its member states. Keeping this in mind, SAARC conference on cooperation on police matters
first took place in 1996. The cooperation continues till date. The next conference of senior police
officers is due to take place in Kathmandu in September, 2017. The SAARC proposal of creating a
SAARCOPOL, that is a police force of SAARC countries, first proposed by Nepal in 2002, however,
did not materialize. Despite that, SAARC has been forerunner in dealing with regional challenges
that emanate from extremis. Individual countries are also taking initiatives to track the sources
of terrorism and enacting laws, as necessary, to counter extremis. For example, Bangladesh has a
zero tolerance policy on terrorism.
Southeast Asia has been an interesting region to study when it comes to violent extremis.
Despite the popular conception regarding the region being religiously peaceful, tolerant and
diverse, there has been a worrisome trend in terms of the rise of violent extremism both in
terms of number and in terms of the pull factors. In terms of number, so far about 1,000 people
have been tracked to have left for Iraq and Syria. Interestingly, while during previous times,
the fighters would have incentives to return once the conflict have mitigated, the recent trend
shows that “They are going to fight. They do not intend to return”. Similarly, Abu Mohammed
Adnani, former spokesperson of ISIS, now believed to be deceased, sent audio messages along
with detailed instructions urging those who could not travel to Syria and Iraq, to carry out attacks
in their own countries. This complicated the nature of violent extremism further.
Keeping the changing reality in mind, the countries of Southeast Asia are not only engaging
in intra-state, intra-regional cooperation but also in extra-regional cooperation to confront the
transit of extremists to the Middle East. At the regional level, the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) has taken up a number of initiatives to address the issue. Some of the meetings
worth mentioning are the Special ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on the Rise of Radicalization and
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Violent Extremism, October 2, 2015; ASEAN Directors-General of Immigration Departments
and Heads of Consular Affairs Divisions of The Ministries of Foreign Affairs (DGICM) on The
Prevention of The Movement of Foreign Terrorist Fighters in September 23, 2016; ASEAN-UN
Regional Dialogue on Countering Violent Extremism in November 2016.
Similarly, internally, countries of the region are enacting laws appropriate to counter the
rise of violent extremism along with adopting different type of programs to prevent the rise
of violent extremism. At the national level, Malaysia passed a White Paper on Combating the
Threat Posed by the Islamic State. Indonesian government has unveiled its first blue print to
tackle terrorism in December 2014. Indonesia has taken it up at meso and micro level as well
by identifying a number of actors relevant to counter as well as prevent violent extremism. For
example, it has organized a series of training courses in the prisons to counter violent extremism
with three specific objectives understanding radicalization to violent extremism among prisoners;
managing violent extremism in prison environment; and developing the role of frontline prison
staffs in countering violent extremism. Along with this, the Indonesian government has actively
engaged civil society leaders and particularly religious leaders to inculcate the true meaning
of religion as well as to send strong messages to the society. The strategic use of the former key
JI militants who have disengaged from militancy by the police have undeniable impact on the
masses, particularly to the youth in understanding the pitfalls of violent extremism. The cases of
the former JI regional leader Nasir Abbas and the Bali bomber Ali Imron and Mubarok are also
interesting. Some of these former militants have written books denouncing the Bali bombing as
an illegitimate jihad. Moreover, attempts have been taken to provide employment for former
militants which would disincentivize economic hardship as a reason for opting for militancy. In
this connection, the work Noor Huda Ismail in the social enterprise sector in Indonesia is worth
mentioning.
A significant area to emphasize while understanding the countering or preventing violent
extremism is that it should not target any particular ideology or religion. One of the former Al
Qaeda recruiters in the United States explained, “radicals and recruiters love Islamophobia. It
drives recruitment.” Governments must realize this and there should be an involvement of all
the sectors in inculcating the pitfalls of extremism. Extremism is not inherent in any particular
religion but the politicized use of religion lead to its misinterpretation and recruitment of innocent
people. Finally if we recall the famous lines of a John Lennon song “Life is what happens when
you are sleeping” this is an area where the state must take an active role. Extremism is much
more a challenge than terrorism posed in previous times. In order to counter and prevent violent
extremism, responsibility and initiatives must be taken at all sectors and at all levels intra-state,
regionally and globally.

45

non-governmental actors, and also - importantly - on a normative level: serving as an advocacy
platform against regressive or counter-productive trends prevalent in CVE, including nationallevel securitisation, the marginalisation of civil society and a tendency to focus exclusively on
Islamic extremism.

The Role of Regional Organizations - EU/MENA/AMERICAS
Experiences

By Research Analyst, Royal United Services Institute (RUSI) for Defence and Security Studies
Mr. Michael Jones (UNITED KINGDOM)
Mr. Jones explained his analysis would be largely confined to the EU experience, given
the disparities in capacities, priorities and political disposition of transnational actors. As an
unusually centralised, affluent and active regional body, the Union is considered to be preeminent
in the CVE space, meaning its experience can be extrapolated as an assessment on the prospective
role of regional organisations more broadly.
While recognising the importance of national and sub-national CVE approaches
prioritised in the UN’s Global Framework - particularly in terms of maximising context sensitivity,
relevance and flexibility Mr. Jones outlined a number of problems associated with state-led CVE
design and delivery. In this context, transnational networks, platforms and regional institutions
potentially offer additional avenues of support, both as arenas to exploit comparative advantage
and as hubs providing technical assistance and capacity building.
Against this backdrop, Mr. Jones argued the role of the EU is defined by its added
value: mobilising resources, political capital, strengthening international collaboration and
strengthening national capabilities both within the European neighbourhood and externally in
recipient third states. He explained how this operates on a technical level, providing funding,
training and infrastructure to share information best practice between both governmental and
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Mr. Jones argued that the EU can provide an important voice in challenging these malign
influences; helping to preserve the otherwise fragile gains that have been made in the CVE
space by emphasising the need for holistic, ‘Whole of Society’ solutions and a comprehensive
focus on violent extremism in all its forms (rather than radicalisation in and of itself), beyond
its Islamic iterations. With a nascent knowledge base and lack of empirical data characterising
CVE research and practice, the EU is also essential in encouraging the autonomy and investment
necessary for experimentation, innovation and co-creation. Mr Jones particularly highlighted the
STRIVE Horn of Africa initiative, explaining how the EU’s affiliation was useful for accelerating
buy in from relevant stakeholders, including the Kenyan government, but also for divorcing
pilot programming from the political contingencies and the demand for quick results that often
characterises CVE investment at a national level. By granting STRIVE license to fail, learn and
adapt, the EU has helped strengthen CVE understanding and practice in a constructive way.
Mr. Jones subsequently analysed the challenges that regional bodies face in terms of CVE
engagement in Europe and elsewhere. Specifically he argued that, despite their various attributes,
the role of inter-governmental actors should not be exaggerated. Regional organisations are often
beset by their own structural issues and it is unclear how far local voices are actually represented
at the regional level, contributing to both a critical lack of contextual knowledge and, potentially,
to problems associated with the imposition of external norms. Ultimately regional agencies also
remain dependent on the input of, or at the very least consent from, national governments for
sustainable delivery of sponsored programming. This is liable to create discrepancies in how
multilateral bodies navigate political conditionality, and how far they can realistically push for
practical reforms in the conduct of CVE at the national level. Mr Jones summarised that regional
and international donors must become much more savvy in negotiating difficult political terrain
without compromising its approach to CVE.
Mr. Jones concluded that regional organisations cannot and should not substitute for
nationally owned CVE efforts, but they have the potential to supplement and improve these
approaches in both the immediate and longer term. He elaborated that the role and impact of
these bodies is iterative, and will continue to change over time, meaning it its essential regional
organisations reflect the shifting demands of a fast-evolving policy space if they are to preserve
their relevance and continue to add value in countering violent extremism.
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The experience of countering terrorism has shown that a motivated and well-resourced
adversary is capable of conducting prolonged terror campaigns. Terrorists do not allow us a
break. Consequently, developing and effective CVE requires urgent action. It is important to
consider a wider perspective, not a zero sum approach, but it is also important to be realistic. An
integrated effort and finding a balanced approach is crucial.
Concluding his address, Dr. Muraviev stated that an effective and well-structured CVE
would have a positive impact on global governance and may actually contribute to the success
of fighting the threat of globalized terrorism, and that the UN would be an ideal multinational
platform for CVE through effective global governance.

Impact on Global Governance

By Head of Department of Social Sciences and Security Studies, Faculty of Humanities,
Bentley Campus, Curtin University, Perth
Dr. Alexey D Muraviev, PhD (AUSTRALIA)

Dr. Muraviev stated that factors of time and speed are core contributing factors to a
successful conduct of modern and future military operations, thus it should be integral to modern
military strategy.
In order to sustain politically motivated violence a key strategic objective of terrorists is
to manipulate, exploit and use information in support of influence operations.
The CVE strategy should be both practical/realistic and time bound. Furthermore, it is
counter-productive to separate CVE from Counter Terrorism (CT), and present it as a zero sum
alternative to CT.
Although Islam inspired terrorism may be at the forefront of the public consciousness,
there are other extremist movements, networks and groups across the world which must not be
sidelined as these too impact upon global governance. Even what may be perceived to be more
moderate forms of extremism should not be acceptable globally. In order to curtail violence it is
necessary to understand these adversaries and to build public awareness.
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as ‘terrorist’, IHL applies to that armed group in the same manner that it does to States in any
armed conflict. IHL therefore remains a balanced body of law whose rationale is still valid i.e.
to permit neutralizing and overcoming the enemy while preserving standards of humanity in
armed conflicts, be they international or non-international. He reminded that IHL does confer
legitimacy on or allows impunity for non-state armed groups. An important function of the
ICRC’s interaction with non-state armed groups is to remind them of such obligations.

‘Legal Implications’

By Regional Director for Asia and the Pacific – ICRC
Mr. Boris Michel (SWITZERLAND)
ICRC’s main concern is maintaining our humanity in armed conflicts and minimizing
unnecessary suffering of all forms of collective violence, stated Mr. Michel. ICRC firmly condemns
any act of terrorism, irrespective of the perpetrator(s) and acts of terrorism defy basic notion of
humanity, central to the logic of international humanitarian law (IHL).
States have legitimate concerns to take measures necessary to ensure their security,
including against terrorism. In doing so, States must continue to uphold the protection of human
life and dignity, in particular those enshrined in the International Humanitarian Law (IHL) and
human rights law (HRL) whichever is relevant. The ICRC recognizes that legislation relevant
to both acts of terrorism in peacetime and during an armed conflict is difficult to put in place. In
drafting such legislation, one should not alter the rights, obligations and responsibilities of the
state with respect to the IHL. Nor should neutral, impartial and independent humanitarian action
be proscribed as a result of such laws.
In regards to the perception by some that IHL may hinder the efforts of States to
efficiently address threats emanating from non-state armed groups designated as “terrorists”,
Mr Michel reminded that the basic premise of IHL holds during armed conflict, the use of lethal
force against lawful targets is permitted as a first resort provided that the IHL rules on distinction,
proportionality and precaution are respected. He also reminded that even if a group is perceived
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Mr Michel commented that the ICRC’s work is not a mere question of the ‘labelling’ but
of the actualities at the ground level. For the ICRC, the ability to speak to all parties to any armed
conflict is central to its ability to deliver neutral, impartial humanitarian assistance to all victims,
armed or civilian, of armed conflict. By way of example, the ICRC has consistently engaged with
all parties to the conflict in Afghanistan. This has allowed the ICRC to facilitate, as a neutral
intermediary, much needed immunisation campaigns of the Afghan Health Ministry, to civilian
populations including in Taliban-held territory. The speaker acknowledged that operating in
such areas comes with risk and that gaining access even on purely humanitarian grounds can
be complicated. If, however, contact with the non-state armed groups at any level, by impartial
humanitarian organisations recognized in international humanitarian law, were criminalized, it is
the civilians and victims of conflict, those who have never been a party to the conflict, who would
suffer most. The ICRC therefore encourages all States developing legislation governing threats
to national security, including those posed by those adhering to violent extremist ideologies,
to include equivalent provisions on respect for relevant bodies of law and preservation of the
humanitarian space.
Mr Michel then mentioned that there is an increasing body of evidence on “countering
violent extremism” (CVE) which shows that violations of IHL and HRL can exacerbate the
sentiment radicalizing and fueling further violent extremism. If CVE appears to yield results in
the short term, if done in violation of the law, it may well be counterproductive in the medium or
long term, including in post-conflict settings. Torture and other forms of ill-treatment on people
deprived of liberty, for example, are not only absolutely illegal, both under IHL and HRL, but
counter-productive in combating terror. There is also a need to bear in mind the vulnerabilities and
specific needs of particular groups. For example, the counter-terrorism laws which give powers
of arrest, detention, and even the ultimate sentence of the death penalty, without specifying an
age limit, and the practice of placing children in so called “de-radicalisation centres” may not
only run counter to the legal frameworks including IHL and HRL, but also risk being counterproductive in the long term.
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Intelligence, Cyber Challenges and Strategies

By Associate Professor, Media and Communication, University of Leicester, UK
Dr. Athina Karatzogianni (GREECE)

The presentation showcased how big data algorithmic surveillance for intelligence
gathering is a crucial challenge in the fight against violent extremism. Cyber challenges are
widely researched and understood in combating extremism online, and governments have relied
on both open and closed intelligence to intercept, target, get situational awareness and countermessaging initiatives to combat it. The success has been limited in this domain, as research on
counter messaging Daesh (ISIS) has shown.
Dr Karatzogianni argued strongly that religion is a red herring in explanations for violent
extremism, whilst the general explanations for violent extremism point to well-known, understood
factors, which make for utopian wishful thinking and are as strategies mostly normative and
ineffective: eliminate the causes and motivations, as well as the spread of extremist ideologies
through various policy interventions against poverty, inequality, youth unemployment and
radicalization.
The Professor argued against lazy wholesale technological solutions and wishful thinking
that produce limited results which stop violent plots, but not all plots, and not all the time.
In conclusion, Dr Karatzogianni suggested that the focus should return to basics and
pragmatics: on penetrating the everyday fabric of violent extremism as a process, in order to
make the materialization of an attack so difficult that independent of high motivation, ideology
and grievances, the attacker(s) are disrupted from executing their extremist violence to begin
with.
56

57

Some common tools used to achieve this are the airing of social, economic and political
grievances and bigotry. On the other hand the narratives presented by and for the armed forces
would be to prevent a non-combatant from becoming a combatant.
Narratives are also used for reasons such as social mobilization. Aspects such as formation
of identities these being religious, ethnic, linguistic, professional, political; and the way in which
one would react to a situation, would generally depend on the narratives and views that are
prevalent.
Furthermore these narratives would influence or be influenced by how the individuals
and groups would react, in times of need and in a times of crisis.

The Specific Role of the Armed Forces in the Development and Use of
Narratives and Counter-narratives in Countering Violent Extremism
By Visiting Research Fellow at the Bandaranaike Centre for International Studies
Mr. Niruthan Nilanthan (SRI LANKA)

Mr. Nilanthan commencing his discussion quoted from Napoleon “The power of the
mind is stronger than that of the sword”.

He further went on to state that narratives are based on injustices and that narratives can
be used to repress unborn generations.
In dealing with narratives, they should be presented as part of the people and the primary
concern should be that those who have not been converted remain unconverted. The hallmarks of
a good counter narrative should be a global narrative at all times.
In conclusion, the speaker stated that there are certain limitations in forming narratives,
and that it is a long process that cannot be quantified and that events do not always unfold as it
should and change of attitude does not guarantee change of behaviour.

A narrative is a system of stories put together for the common, coherent and cohesive
global understanding. Armed forces should take a positive stand in this matter. An important fact
about narratives is that it allows individuals and groups to interpret and understand the world.
In the two sides of a conflict, the side that has legitimacy through its narratives would have an
advantage over the other. Legitimacy by way of narratives is one of the objectives of a group and
in order to acquire that edge they use social disadvantages to gain sympathy of the community.
The goal of insurgence is a singular one which is to resist the state and outlast the will of
the state to fight. This may be achieved through recruitment of more personnel, demoralizing the
enemy and obtaining legitimacy for their own cause.
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organizations. The US military contribution carries out an outline for countering violent extremist
operations. There is one line of effort aligned with the overall strategic approach and this includes
many actions from provision of direct and indirect military operations to deliberately operating
against violent extremist organizations. Another component is to support the operations carried
out by partners. The strategy requires operating beyond combat measures. The US also provides
forces support and target the threat directly. Furthermore, there is sharing of intelligence gathered
on the target stated Maj. Gen. Noble.

US Army Strategies related to Countering Violent Extremism within
the Indo-Asia-Pacific Region
By Deputy Commanding General - North, for the Headquarters, United States Army Pacific
Maj Gen Roger J. Noble (AUSTRALIA)

Iraq is a lesson on how quickly operations in the modern world change and the necessity
to proactively counter this threat, especially in the appeal of appearances. They were organized,
ruthless and innovative. Their tactical defeat required a large scale perpetual maneuver executed
in a sophisticated manner and an international approach. Many factors need to operate against
the enemy; military, non-military, inner agency or multinational and civil society. Forces are
sourced and deployed tactically, operationally, strategically and often simultaneously. The
practical challenge is the application of all these into a strategically coherent aligned approach,
that reinforces credibility and legitimacy of appeal. US Army in collaboration with the Marine
Corps will introduce a new concept in the near future called multi domain battle about how to
fight in the 21st century.

Violent extremist organizations threaten the sovereignty of nations and they can be
simultaneously local, regional and/or transnational threats. A key component of the solution for
most of these issues, in the view of the USA, is allies, partners and friends. There are allied officers
in the rank of command, high up in the chain reporting to the US government. Given the coalition
success in Iraq and Syria there is now increased concerns of return of the fighters to the region.
This is a serious issue that requires counter measures. An example is the version of the ISIS
methodology seen in around southern Philippines. Despite the diversity in the VEO they display
similarities in narratives and similar purpose while always having a unique case specific aspect
that must be taken into consideration with regards to strategy. Because of these co-narratives of
their practice, tactics and procedures counter measures become possible.
The nature of the threat determines the nature of the response. The US position is that ISIS
is a trans-regional threat and requires a global approach. The US global approach is founded on the
essential need of multinational, multilevel and shared commitment. This requires determination,
goodwill, commitment, acceptance of risk, communication as well as a deep capacity to listen
and to understand. The foundation of this strategy is to grow and reinforce nations, practices and
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Former Prime Minister of Singapore, Mr Lee Kuan Yew once said, “You have to build
in reflexes of group thinking: the survival of the community, not the survival of the individual;
which means a reorientation, a reshuffling of emphasis, of values. Eventually, we must produce
the kind of men and women who can run this tightly-knit society and who have the determination
to do it. We must have qualities of leadership at the top, and qualities of cohesion on the ground.”

Education Strategies in Internal Security
By Research Analyst at International Centre for Political Violence and Terrorism Research
at the S. Rajarathnam School of International Studies (RSIC) in Nanyang Technological
University (NTU), Singapore (A specialist in CVE)
Ms. Sabariah binte Mohamed Hussin (SINGAPORE)

Education is the foundation for security and stability of a nation. For education to
contribute to the prosperity and peace of a nation, the government should develop a national
education policy. The cornerstone of a national education policy is to integrate the diverse ethnic
and religious community. If schools are designed in a way to segregate the community that is if
the diverse communities go to schools of their own linguistic and religious denomination, then a
nation will never be united. At the heart of creating a stable and secure nation-state, it is to ensure
that all ethnic and religious communities study together from kindergarten until they complete,
primary, secondary and tertiary education. No multi-ethnic, multi-religious country can sustain
stability and security if the citizen of that country grow up in silos where they do not intermingle,
integrate and assimilate in creating the nation-state. It is inevitable that there will be suspicion,
prejudice, hatred, and insults leading to incitement and violence unless there are integration and
assimilation of the communities. Such a policy in national education requires leadership, political
will, and vision.
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The years 1959-1965 were significant in the history of Singapore’s educational
transformation. The government took the conventional path in developing new skills and
work attitudes to accommodate new economic strategies. While the economics of education
was in focus, the role of education in socialization and nation-building process, especially in
terms of developing a Singapore identity, was not forgotten. National integration through a
national education system was seen as the key condition for economic survival. In the context
of Singapore, the National Service was introduced in 1967, to provide defence for Singapore and
to foster cohesiveness among male Singaporeans. Total Defence involves every Singaporean
playing a part, individually and collectively, to build a strong, secure and cohesive nation. This is
the essence of Total Defence that when we each play our part, we help to strengthen the nation as
well as ourselves.
In conclusion, Ms Hussin called upon the military to work very closely with the law
enforcements and national security branches to constantly update the wider government of the
threats and challenges. They must play a frontline role with the law enforcement authorities and
the national security agencies to map the likely scenarios and then to develop counter-measures
both strategic and operational. Without that collaboration, and without that permanent presence,
terrorists, extremists and the exclusivists will infiltrate and seek to influence the education,
the religious and the information domains. There should be a synergy between the education
industry and national security. Finally, she said, the greatest gift Sri Lanka’s today can give to their
future generations is to create a national education system that binds all ethnics and religious
communities into one Sri Lanka.
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Relating public diplomacy to the challenge of CVE Prof. Cull emphasized the value of
listening before communicating. He also noted that in the 21st century actors should see the issue
in public diplomacy not necessarily as ‘what can I say to persuade my adversary’ but ‘who can I
empower to persuade my adversary.’ Nations are simply not the most convincing voices on the
kind of issues raised by CVE, but people like our target audiences are convincing.
Concluding Prof. Cull reiterated that challenges of CVE and resurgent nationalism in the
west were linked; that both represented a quest for certainties in the ideas and ‘greatness’ of the
past and an attempt to build walls against neighbors. He noted that the great crises of the past
the world wars and Cold War had been resolved through with the help of visions of the future
of compelling that the enemy could see value in them. The re-emergence of a vision of the future
compelling not only to our population but also to our adversary’s population is essential for
success.

Public Diplomacy in Countering Violent Extremism
By Professor, Centre for Public Diplomacy, University of Southern California
Prof. Nicholas J. Cull (UNITED KINGDOM)

In the view of Prof. Cull, public diplomacy is the process of attempting to manage the
international environment through the set of tools that look to engage with a foreign public. An
example of public diplomacy is a school funded by China opening in Sri Lanka which allows
direct interaction with Sri Lankans. Public diplomacy is a relatively new term, but some of the
component parts by which international actors engage public are ancient. Cull has identified five
core practices: listening, advocacy, cultural diplomacy, exchange diplomacy and international
broadcasting. Of these, he argues that the practice of listening is paramount. Many great diplomats
used listening as their foundation. Benjamin Franklin who was appointed as the 1st Ambassador
of the United States to France was a exceptional listener and the French public loved him.
These elements connect to the broader concept of soft power, a concept derived from the
political theorist, Joseph Nye of Harvard University. The strength of a nation state comes not only
by compelling people by its military force or by motivating them by economic inducements but
through the soft mechanisms derived from the attractiveness of the country’s values and culture.
This is particularly connected with public diplomacy for it is through communication that the
attractive qualities become known.
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The journey that has commenced in Sri Lanka for the establishment of stronger democratic
institutions, good governance, reconciliation, economic development needs perseverance and
strong commitment from all involved.
Present societies with their technological dependency and diminishing interpersonal
interactions are fragile and can be easily lured into siding with violent extremism.
Rebuilding a better Sri Lanka requires hard work and commitment not only by the
government but all citizens as a whole. Although the horrors faced by Sri Lanka are of the past,
these same horrors continue to emerge and repeat in other parts of the world. As long as there
is suffering, injustice, violation of rights, no one can speak of stability, prosperity, and hope for
peace is short lived. He drew an analogy stating that just like climate change; all countries are in
this together.
Security forces are called to counter when societies fail to prevent conflict. They have to
carry out their duties while operating in an atmosphere of hostile conflict. They are responsible
and burdened with ensuring that their actions don’t exacerbate the conflict.

Valedictory Statement

By Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Mr. Prasad Kariyawasam

Counter action, although defined as a response, includes prevention. Therefore, when we
speak of dealing with violent extremism it is counter and prevent.

The Valedictory Statement by Mr Kariyawasam focused on the importance of preparing
to face the challenges of the present and the future.
He acknowledged the fact that H.E. the President of Sri Lanka too attended the
commencement of the seminar in order to manifest the importance and leadership provided at
the highest level of government in dealing with violent extremism.
Violent extremism is a global issue and requires collaborated action.
The tone set by Admiral William J Fallon (Retd) USN (USA) on the subject under
deliberation for the past two days should not cease at the end of this seminar but instead the
partnerships and the networks that were built, the dialogues that commenced, the ideas that were
shared should continue and should filter down to societies, communities and countries he stated.
Mr. Kariyawasam drew attention to Sri Lanka’s history in the decades old war which took
many young lives. Death, destruction, displacement, brain drain and inconceivable economic loss
were certain results of violent conflict that arose due to extremism.
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In spite of its multi-religious aspect, Sri Lanka has faced much violence which can assist
in the realization of the importance of peaceful coexistence. However, there are still elements that
demonstrate an inability to negotiate and compromise in order to reach a solution.
Having realized the need for transformative change to begin at a young age the government
launched a programme titled “Think Equal” which is to be rolled out in January 2018. This
programme will attempt to change the mindset and attitudes, through value based education that
will focus on social and emotional learning as a compulsory new subject on national curricular
for the formative years. As a country recovering from conflict, Mr. Kariyawasam said, the only
lasting way to address the roots of division is by instilling empathy, a sense of oneness, inclusion,
forgiveness and love in children while they are in their formative years and teaching them to be
open to behavioural and attitudinal change. Understanding and accepting differences, equality,
tolerance, justice, mercy, compassion, and humanity are human values that transcend religion
and ethnicity. The hope is to achieve lasting peace through these discussions on extremism and
countering it.
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Furthermore, breaking a cycle of violence requires treating those who give up violence
with sensitivity. They must be assisted to return to their communities without harassment,
suspicion and discrimination ensuring resettlement.

Furthermore, political grievances must be addressed, as they are breeding grounds for
extremists. The independent judiciary, law enforcement authorities and security forces must
respect human rights at all times. Diversity must be accepted and upheld so that individuals feel
that they belong to a community.

Furthermore, strengthening the democratic governance that provides for non-violent
mechanism for social and political change and building the capacity of democratic civil society
groups that enhances democratic norms is another critical preventive mechanism which would
assist the urge to resist violence.

In countering terrorism, communities need to be vigilant, unwavering and committed
to this the fight. Therefore, people need to cooperate and collaborate with all key partners and
entities that work on countering violent terrorism.

Citizens should be offered an alternative which is better, offers hope, and systems that
deliver on promises for there are many who resort to joining extremists movements due to
confusion and lack of opportunity and meaning in their lives. They are guided by the misconception
that the terrorists movements can offer them dignity and power. Grounds for recruitment such
as inequality, marginalization, poverty and corruption need to be addressed and there must be
processes to take care of the vulnerable. Citizens need to feel involved in decision making as this
would give them a sense of security about the future.
Increased investment in schools and training programmes to gear youngsters to compete
in the global market place, investment in order to improve social services, psycho-socio support
would also be looked at the speaker further affirmed.
Mr Kariyawasam went on to explain that women head households and empowerment of
women needs attention in the society as well, for women can play an important role in curtailing
violent extremism.
Highlighting the need to maintain peace on social media is an important factor in order
to maintain peace, harmony, respect and to carry the voice of peace across communities across the
globe.
It is important to build trust in the government at all levels including law enforcement
agencies and the security forces that are meant to protect people. Bribery, corruption and fraud
must be countered as these phenomena breed organized crime, human trafficking and other
related crimes. When there is corruption it makes communities feel that the system is rigged
against them and the rulers are pilfering what is rightfully theirs. People who feel they have been
wronged are easy prey for extremists. In order to prevent this; irradiating corruption, building
confidence in the system are important. It is important that the whole country commits to broad
based development and jobs for all. It is crucial that the government is transparent in all forms of
transactions he stated.
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The Tri-forces must be modernized and transformed to meet the needs of the present and
future. Vigilance remains the better part of valor. Countering terrorism is an ongoing process and
it is necessary to stay ahead.
Quoting from Adm. Fallon’s keynote speech “we must at all times be mindful of the
methods used to combat terrorism and extremism. Swarming a society with surveillance and
over engaging security apparatus may be effective, but, it curtails civil liberties and individual
rights. It is easy to drive fear into people by cracking down on each and every one of the society
and community or age group but extremism cannot be defeated through repression or by creating
fear. This however can lead to terrorism and extremism. It is trust that creates confidence. It is
trust that creates citizens and feelings of citizenship and loyalty. Of course each state has a duty
to take measures to protect all individuals within this territory and those subject to its jurisdiction
from violence. However, the methods used for doing so, must at all times be consistent with
individual rights enjoyed by the rights holders.”
In conclusion, Mr. Kariyawasam shared two thoughts that have universal acceptance.
First, “No one is born hating another person because of the colour of his skin, or his
background, or his religion. People must learn to hate, and if they love to hate, they can be taught
to love, for love comes more naturally to the human heart than its opposite.” Nelson Mandela.
Second, the preamble of the constitution of the UNESCO, which declares, “Since wars
begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the defences of peace must be constructed.”
These ideas are important when crafting strategies and plans for preventing and
countering violent extremism. The fact that dialogue across countries and cultures, dialogue
within countries and across states, as well as within states, is building bridges of communication
and trust, building confidence and getting in touch with human values that transcend ethnicities
are important aspects in our efforts to counter violent extremism, was the final conclusion of the
Colombo Defence Seminar 2017.
89

SEMINAR AT A GLANCE

BILATERAL TALKS WITH THE COMMANDER OF THE ARMY

CHINA

MALAYSIA

OMAN

PAKISTAN

SAUDI ARABIA

PHILIPPINES

ZAMBIA
90

UKRAINE
91

COLOMBO DEFENCE SEMINAR - 2017
CULTURAL EVENING

92

93

COLOMBO DEFENCE SEMINAR - 2017

PARTICIPATION OF INDIAN BASED
DEFENCE ATTACHÉS
94

95

PARTICIPATION OF INDIAN BASED DEFENCE ATTACHÉS

Captain (Navy)

Staff Colonel Sherif

Lieutenant Colonel

Mr. Dan Carmel

Colonel Malick Thiaw

Lieutenant Colonel Angel

Captain (Navy) Karl

Sheldon Williams

Mohamed Fekry

Carsten Hölscher

(Israel)

(Senegal)

Eloy Canales López

Henriksson (Sweden)

(Australia)

(Egypt)

(Germany)

Captain (Navy) Marco

Brigadier General Aníbal

Commodore EO Ferreira

Commodore Thabit Al

Captain Sittichai Tangjai

Colonel Oleh Hulak

Group Captain Frazer

Major Quinn Eddy

Terrinoni (Italy)

Manuel Fernando

(Nigeria)

Zadjali (Oman)

(Thailand)

(Ukraine)

Nicholson

(United States of

(United Kingdom)

America)

(Spain)

Mwami
(Tanzania)

(Mozambique)

Colonel Raymundo

Staff Brigadier General

Brigadier General

Acorda (Philippines)

Khalid Abdulaziz Al

Stephen Simusandu

Goreraza

Nmer (Saudi Arabia)

(Zambia)

(Zimbabwe)

96

Colonel Amri Salim

Group Captain Stanley

97

COLOMBO DEFENCE SEMINAR - 2017

Organizing CommitTee
98

99

Organizing CommitTee

Maj Gen K A D A Karunasekara RWP RSP VSV USP ndu psc

Maj Gen W B D P Fernando RWP RSP USP psc

Maj Gen S Ranasinghe RWP RSP ndu psc

Maj Gen A P de Z Wickramaratne RWP ndu psc

Maj Gen P W B Jayasundara USP ndc psc IG

Maj Gen S D T Liyanage WWV RWP ndc psc

100

Maj Gen L H S C Silva WWV RWP RSP USP ndc psc

Maj Gen G D I Karunarathne RSP psc

Maj Gen D C S Wanniarachchi Lsc

Maj Gen M H P Mihindukulasuriya USP psc Lsc

Maj Gen R A Nugera WWV RWP RSP USP ndu

Maj Gen G V Ravipriya WWV RWP ndu IG

101

Colombo Defence Seminar 2017
‘Countering Violent Extremism: Global Trends’

FROM
28 - 29 August 2017 AT BMICH, COLOMBO, SRI LANKA
102
103

